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The number of women in science and academia drops with each in-
creasing level of qualification in the fields of science, technology, en-
gineering and mathematics (STEM fields). In Germany about 50% of 
the students in mathematics and natural sciences, but only 20% of 
the professors are women. As a result, the STEM fields lack the rich 
diversity of the German population. This has serious consequences on 
the research system. Diverse workplaces have been shown to be more 
productive, more innovative and more creative because people with 
different background address problems in different ways, ask different 
questions, and come up with different hypotheses and strategies to 
solve problems.

One way to address this systematic under-representation of women 
towards the top of the academic career path (“leaky pipeline”) is to 
provide role models, women and men, to the students and scientific 
community.

The booklet you are holding in your hands features eight illustrated 
interviews with researchers who experienced gender biases and imba-
lance at home, during their education, and at their work place. They 
actively made positive changes allowing them to lead a happy and 
fulfilled life as a scientist. May these people inspire you and encourage 
you to pursue your dreams!
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Lara’s story by Jeff Chi
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Lara - Jeff Chi
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Lena’s story by Lisa Fruehbeis
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Maria’s story by Tim Gaedke
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Heini’s story by Maximilian Hillerzeder
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Lotte’s story by Vallale
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1514* The name has been changed.

Sabine*’s story by Lea Hillerzeder
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Costanza’s story by Dominik Wendland
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Nikki’s story by Katja Klengel
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Find out more about the researchers

Lara (p. 4) is a PhD student at the Institute of Mathematics of the 
Freie Universität Berlin in Germany. She is part of the collaborative 
research center “Scaling Cascades in Complex Systems” (CRC 1114).

Lena (p. 6) is a PhD student in atmospheric science in the Department 
“Theory and Modeling” of the Leibniz-Institute of Atmospheric Physics 
at the University Rostock, Germany. She is part of the research group 
“MS-GWaves” (FOR 1898).

Heini (p. 10) is a professor of atmospheric dynamics and heads the 
Institute of Atmospheric and Climate Science at the Swiss Federal 
Institute of Technology Zurich (ETH Zurich).

Lotte (p. 12) is a PhD student in meteorology at the Ludwig 
Maximilian University in Munich, Germany. She is part of the 
collaborative research center “Waves to Weather” (CRC 165).

Costanza (p. 16) is a PhD student in the Department “Aerodynamics 
and Fluid Mechanics” at the Brandenburg University of Technology 
Cottbus-Senftenberg, Germany. She is part of the research group 
“MS-GWaves” (FOR 1898).

Maria  (p. 8) is a professor for numerical mathematics at the 
Johannes Gutenberg University in Mainz, Germany. She is part of the 
collaborative research center “Waves to Weather” (CRC 165).

Sabine and Nikki prefer to remain anonymous.
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Jeff Chi is a web developer at day and a cartoonist and 
a community manager at night. He lives in Nürnberg, 
Germany.
Web : https://jeffchi.de
Instagram : @kroko_dok

Tim Gaedke is an illustrator, a cartoonist and a video game 
programmer who lives in Berlin Germany.
Web : www.mondonauts.space/author/tim/
          www.drawing-cards.com

Lisa Frühbeis is a comic artist and a graphic recorder who 
made a name for herself in the world of feminist comics.
Web : https://www.lisafruehbeis.de
Instagram : @lisafruehbeis.draws

Max Hillerzeder is an illustrator and a cartoonist who lives 
in Leipzig, Germany. 
Web : www.hillerkiller.com 
Instagram : @max.hillerzeder

Ka Schmitz is an illustrator and graphic recorder based in 
Darmstadt, Germany. 
Web : www.ka-schmitz.de 
Instagram : @schnellerzeichnen

Vallale is an office worker who draws and makes comic 
books in his free time. He lives in Paris, France. 
Web : www.vallale.fr 
Instagram : @super_vallale



For more information on this project and additional 
inspiring stories, visit: 

https://www.wavestoweather.de/equal_opportunity 
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Dominik Wendland is a graphic designer and a cartoonist 
living in Munich, Germany.
Web : www.dominikwendland.de
Instagram : @dominikwendland

Katja Klengel is a freelance cartoonist and screenwriter 
who lives in Berlin. She also co-organises the scenic reading 
„Reading Panels“
Web : www.blattonisch-diary.blogspot.com
Instagram : @leafvangenova

Lea Hillerzeder is an illustrator and cartoonist who lives in 
Leipzig, Germany. 
Instagram : @slinga.illustration
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