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ABLE Project: Assessing ButterfLies in Europe

 Create a wider monitoring network of 
butterflies in Europe

 Delivered by: BCE, UKCEH, UFZ, 
Dutch-BC, UK-BC 

 With amazing support from BCE 
partners

 European Pilot-Project: 2019 - 2020
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Collation of BMS data for Europe: eBMS database
5,086,884 counts
913,821 visits

 5,239 in 1990
 66,267 in 2018

10,816 transects
 266 in 1990
 4,816 in 2018

17,333 km of transect *
 527 km in 1990
 7,673 km in 2018

312 species monitored
25 schemes across 22 Countries
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Development
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Butterfly Monitoring Scheme: BMS

Before ABLE
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Achieved objectives

Sharing data to eBMS: 
additional countries

1. Slovenia
2. Latvia
3. Romania
4. Lithuania

5. Austria
6. Norway
7. Switzerland

1. Italy
2. Portugal
3. Hungary
4. Cyprus
5. Austria

6. Czech Republic
7. Croatia
8. Malta
9. Bulgaria
10.Poland

10 new BMSs created:
2019 2020
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ButterflyCount mobile application
 Free (Apple and Android)
 Available in multiple languages
 Guide to species, filtered for each country
 For entering Transect counts
 Includes new monitoring method – 15 

minute counts
 Anywhere at any time (rare species, remote 

areas, urban areas, farmland)

 GPS route tracked or area drawn

 Data accessible to view and download 
(by co-ordinators) at www.butterfly-
monitoring.net

http://www.butterfly-monitoring.net/
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Map of 15 minute counts
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Count butterflies everywhere!

 Transects

2 years

+ 15-min counts
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Building indicators

 Step 1: get species trends per Butterfly Monitoring Scheme
per Biogeographical Region.

 Step 2: Upscale to Europe-wide or EU27-wide species 
trends

 Make selection
 By species, e.g. woodland butterflies
 By area, e.g. Natura 2000 areas

 Combine to Multi Species Indicator
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Species trends by Biogeographical Region

Fabriciana niobe

Gonepteryx rhamni
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• 67 species occurring more in 
woodland than in any other habitat 
(Van Swaay et al., 2006)
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Based on selection of woodland butterflies
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ABLE team
David Roy
Chris van Swaay
Emily Dennis
Reto Schmucki
Sue Collins
Martin Warren
Irma Wynhoff
Cristina Sevilleja
Oliver Schweiger
Josef Settele
Nigel Bourn 

Coordinators
Assistants
Rangers
Volunteers
Institutions
European Commission
MEPs
Experts
ABLE Project Team
DG Environment

The EU and MEPs for funding and support
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LepIDo
Bestimmung von Schmetterlingen mithilfe 

von Künstlicher Intelligenz

App zur teilautomatischen 
Bilderkennung auf dem Smartphone

Aktueller Stand: 
Im Dezember 2020 wurden mehr als 90.000 geprüfte (!) Trainingsfotos 
an das Entwicklerteam an der TU Ilmenau übergeben – die Trainingsphase läuft

Im Sommer wird voraussichtlich die erste Testversion der App zur Verfügung stehen.







„Wenn wir die Insekten und 
eine große Artenvielfalt 
erhalten wollen, muss die 
Landwirtschaft nicht als Feind, 
sondern als Teil der Lösung 
betrachtet werden.”



Runder Tisch Insektenschutz, 20. Nov. 2019;
BMU - Berlin



Runder Tisch Insektenschutz, 20. Nov. 2019;
BMU - Berlin
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